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UK Migration Statistics and Trends
1. The latest migration statistics published by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) provide the first net migration figures released since March 2020, showing how much net migration (the difference between immigration and emigration) plummeted during 2020 because of Covid and Brexit: by 88% to 34,000 people (compared to 2019 when it was 271,000). India remains the top non-UK country of birth, and Polish is still the top non-British nationality according to estimates of the EU and non-EU population (year ending June 2021). (Source: ONS)

2. The Home Office immigration statistics for 2021 cover a range of migration issues – travel for work, study, family and protection reasons as well as visa extensions and citizenship grants. The data shows the highest number of asylum applications in the UK since 2003, with over 100,000 people awaiting an initial decision at the end of the 2021. When compared with the 27 EU+ countries for the year ending September 2021, the UK was 18th in terms of asylum seekers when measured per head of the population. 
3. The latest numbers of supported asylum seekers are also included. The total supported population nationally was 84,457 and this figure includes those on all types of asylum support. In LA, 1143 were in receipt of support, - 1001 on Section 95 support, 54 on subsistence-only support and 88 on Section 4 support.  [Source: Home Office]
4. For the first time the Home Office released official statistics on 'irregular migrants' including those who arrive on small boats. They reported a sharp increase in boats [1,034], people [28,526] and people per boat [28] in 2021 compared to previous years. The main nationalities of arrivals were Iranian, Iraqi, Eritrean and Syrian. While there was expected traffic in summer months, there were also high numbers of crossing in later months. [Source: Home Office]
5. A parliamentary briefing analysing the most recent immigration statistics is available online. [Source: House of Commons Library] 
Ukraine
6. In response to the Ukraine crisis, the government has launched three new immigration routes supporting Ukrainians to come to the UK and for those already in the UK to extend their stay. A statement of changes to the Immigration Rules formalised the three new routes. The first route is Ukraine Family Scheme route which enables Ukrainian family members of people in the UK to join them on a three-year visa. The second route, the Ukraine Sponsorship Scheme enables individuals, businesses, community groups and local authorities to sponsor individuals with no family ties in the UK to UK on three-year visa. The third route is the Ukraine Extension Scheme which will enable those already in the UK to extend their leave for up three years. This route opens on 3 May 2022. According, the official statistics, as of 1 April 2022 24,400 people have been issued a visa on the Ukraine Family Scheme and 4,700 on the Ukraine Sponsorship Scheme. [Sources: Gov.uk]
7. The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities is leading on the implementation of the sponsorship element of the Ukraine Sponsorship Scheme launching the Homes for Ukraine Scheme on the 14th March 2022 with potential sponsors able to register online. Sponsors are expected to accommodate arrivals for at least 6 months. Funding is available in the form of £350 per month for sponsors and £10,500 to local authorities per person.  [Source: DLUHC]
8. Migration Yorkshire have been working at pace to respond to the policy developments around Ukraine and support local authorities to carry out their role under the Homes for Ukraine Scheme. Criteria for the Refugee Integration Service will also be extended to include Ukrainians on any of the above schemes to access the service.
9. The House of Commons Library has produced this research briefing outlining immigration routes for Ukrainians seeking to come to the UK. [Source: House of Commons Library]
UK borders and immigration policy

10. The Nationality and Borders Bill continues to make its way through the parliamentary process. The Bill seeks to make considerable changes to the UK asylum system and to the provision of asylum accommodation. It’s currently in the final stages of the process as a consideration of amendments is next in Parliament. The House of Lords tabled some significant amendments such as removing clauses to allow offshoring of asylum claims and the ability to revoke Citizenship without serving notice. [Source: UK Parliament]
11. Migration Yorkshire have published a follow-up briefing paper summarising the progress of the Nationality and Borders Bill and some of the key amendments. [Source: Migration Yorkshire]
12. The Home Office closed its ‘Golden visa’ route [Tier 1 Investor Visa route] amid concerns over security and corruption. [Source: Gov.uk]
13. The Home Office have revealed that right-to-work and right-to-rent checks will change from 6 April. All biometric residence permit holders will have to evidence their right to work digitally and will no longer be able to use their physical cards. [Source: Home Office]

14. A new briefing on migrants in the UK labour market suggests that employment status, contract type and even shift types can vary according to immigration status. It further finds that in 2020, the unemployment rate was higher for migrants who have been through the asylum process (14%) than for non-EU migrants coming here for work or study (6% in each case). [Source: Migration Observatory]

15. The ONS released population projections based on 2020 estimates for the first time since EU withdrawal, COVID-19 and Afghan relocation schemes launched. The release is classed interim as Census 2021 data is to follow in the coming months. It shows that the population of UK is projected to increase by 3.2% between 2020 and 2030, from 67m to 69m. While natural change is projected to be negative, it is predicted that net migration will see 2.2m people coming into the UK. [Source: ONS]

Asylum
16. Following the introduction of a new Family Asylum Claims policy the Home Office are conducting a review 6 months after its implementation organisations who would like to respond are able to provide a co-ordinated response to Familyasylumclaimsreview@homeoffice.gov.uk by Friday 20 May.[Source: Home Office]
17. New research explores the experiences of pregnant women who are seeking asylum, considering issues such as financial support, stress, and specific health issues. The impact of NHS charging on women without recourse to public funds has also been highlighted. [Sources: Maternity Action, Guardian
18. A new report from the British Red Cross and VOICES Network shares the feelings of women with lived experience of the asylum system. It found that the asylums system is not gender sensitive with participants recalling having to disclose experiences of sexual violence to male interviewers. It calls for the Home Office to use a model of co-production involving women seeking asylum in the development of asylum policy. [Source: British Red Cross]
Hong Kong – British National (Overseas) Visa (BN(O))
19. Following debates held in the House of Lords regarding the Nationality and Borders Bill, the government has announced it has made some amendments to the Hong Kong (BN(O)visa route, expanding the eligibility criteria to enable adult dependent children of people with Hong Kong BN(O) status to apply in their own right. These changes will come into force from September 2022. [Source: UK Parliament]
20. The most recent government statistics published last week show that 103,900 applications for the BN(O) visa were made so far, with 15,600 applications submitted in Q4 2021. Over 90,000 visas have already been granted, but there were 80 visa refusal last quarter, which are the first recorded refusals on the BN(O) route. (Source: Home Office)
21. In February, the Home Office revealed the results of the VCSE grant scheme with 47 national and regional projects being allocated the funding to offer a range of support between now and end of June. Seven organisations are delivering national projects covering employment, mental health support and hate crime reporting, while three organisations – Sheffield Chinese Christian Church, Health for All and Faith Action – are providing more localised support in our region. (Source: Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities)
22. Migration Yorkshire continues to coordinate the Hong Kong Welcome Programme in our region with recent work including supporting local authorities and other stakeholders through holding regular network meetings, delivering information sessions, commissioning training sessions on Hong Kong by IOM and upcoming training on no recourse to public funds by NRPF Network. [Source: Migration Yorkshire]
EU Nationals & EU Settlement Scheme

23. On EU nationals, new figures on EU Settlement Scheme published this week shows nearly 6.5 million applications for status were submitted by to the end of February 2022.
24. In response to the House of Lords European Affairs Select Committee report on citizens' rights, the Home Office confirmed that they will be reminding holders of pre-settled status holders to apply to upgrade their status before it expires. [Source: UK Parliament]
Trafficking and Modern Slavery 
25. The latest National Referral Mechanism [NRM] statistics show a record number of referrals in 2021. 12,727 potential modern slavery victims were referred, up from 10,601 in 2020. 91% of ‘conclusive grounds’ decisions were positive [meaning these individuals were recognised as victims of modern slavery]
26. The Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner [IASC] has expressed concern about the long waits for decisions about modern slavery through the National Referral Mechanism - over 500 days in some cases - and recommends the Home Office should no longer be responsible for decision-making
Children and Young People
27. Following the National Transfer Scheme becoming temporarily mandated last year, a final group of councils has been directed to participate in the scheme to care for unaccompanied asylum-seeking children, meaning that now every council in the country is legally required to participate in the scheme. Y&H have completed the 1st tranche of the mandated scheme (1-4 cycles of this scheme). 
28. Home Office quarterly data on the transfer of unaccompanied asylum seeking children  under the National Transfer Scheme shows 59 transfers were made into Yorkshire and Humber between April and September 2021. [Source: Gov.uk]
29. The Home Office has proceeded with plans to introduce 'scientific' methods for age assessments of asylum seekers, announcing a Scientific Advisory Committee to advise on what methods should be adopted.[Source: Gov.uk]
Refugee Resettlement
. 
30. In Y& H, local authorities continue to accept refugee arrivals under the UK Resettlement Scheme (UKRS). There has been no formal announcement from the Home Office regarding the continuation of the scheme beyond March 2022, although the Home Office have indicated that they are still committed to the scheme in the long-term. 
31. Funding Instructions for the Afghan Relocation and Assistance Policy (ARAP) scheme and the Afghan Citizens Resettlement Scheme (ACRS) have been issued and while the funding matches the UKRS funding – the support is for 3 years not 5 (as in UKRS). Migration Yorkshire continue to co-ordinate the response regionally for all the schemes. Many families and individuals are still in ‘Bridging Hotels’ following ‘Operation Pitting’. While some families have been moved out of hotels, there have been 2,000 additional arrivals into the UK since September, so numbers in hotels have not significantly reduced.

No Recourse to Public Funds
32. The government have revealed that, pending a policy review, those on the family route applying to remove the NRPF condition from their leave, will no longer be automatically moved to a 10-year route to settlement. [Source: UK Parliament]
33. The government has announced its permanently extending the provision of free school meals to all children from families living with the no recourse to public funds condition. The changes come into effect from 19 April 2022. [Source: UK Parliament]

34. A research report from the London School of Economics and Political Science on the cost-benefit analysis of removing the ‘No Recourse to Public Funds’ has revealed that scrapping the NRPF policy could save up to £872 million. [Source: London.gov.uk]
35. Councils were provided with extra funding to support and accommodate rough sleepers over the winter regardless of immigration status with government recommending the consideration of discretionary powers to accommodate those with no recourse to public funds as was utilised earlier in the pandemic to accommodate people under public health grounds. [Source: Gov.uk]
36. Bradford has been used as a case study in this briefing on a universal homelessness response for non-UK nationals - which reflects on the government’s ‘Everyone In’ policy and analyses local authority approaches to ending homelessness and how these can be built upon to include those facing immigration-based restrictions. [Source: Homeless Link]
Windrush
37. Justice has published an analysis of the Windrush Compensation Scheme. It finds that of approximately 15,000 individuals said to be eligible for compensation, only 2,761 have applied for compensation with just 837 compensated. It has expressed concern over the low take-up for the scheme and has made 27 recommendations for reform. [Source: Justice]
Integration
38. A new report on refugee family reunion by the British Red Cross highlights key challenges for family reunion arrivals, such as access to suitable housing, healthcare and destitution. It highlights the critical role of statutory services and suggests models of good practice from refugee resettlement programmes could be applied to provide better integration support for refugee family reunion. [Source: British Red Cross] 
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