
1st September meeting between Leeds City Council and Leeds City of Sanctuary (LCoS) 

Attendees: Rose McCarthy (Leeds CoS steering group member/Delivers ante-natal classes to asylum 

seekers), Mary Brandon (LCoS steering group member/ Asylum Matters), Maggie Filipova-Rivers (CoS 

Local Authorities Network Lead/Liberal Democrat councillor for Goring and South Stoke/Deputy 

Leader), Sara Trewhitt (CoS North-East, Yorkshire & Humberside Regional Coordinator) and Jennifer 

Jennings (Leeds City Council Migration Support Officer) 

Meeting action/observation notes:  

City of Sanctuary UK hold the vision that the UK will be a welcoming place of safety for all and deliver 

their vision through network  groups (includes villages, towns, cities and regions across the UK) and 

Streams of Sanctuary (i.e. schools, theatres, health, maternity, GP, gardens etc.). 

• Leeds City Council (LCC) plan to sign up to a pledge to commit to the CoS local authority 

network values, as a non-awarded organisation, and will work towards applying for the local 

authority network award. This gives access to policies and strategies from other local 

authorities. 

• The council will set up a steering group to ensure the experiences, skills and knowledge of 

migrant communities/organisations influence the strategic decisions, ensuring a systems 

approach.  

• LCC will work to ensure there is a political buy in and promote comms around the CoS work.  

• A meeting will be arranged for CoS and migrant third sector representatives to meet with 

Councillor Harland (LCC Migration lead) to help improve relationships as the 3rd sector have 

put in asks and the council have not responded because of the need to gain higher approval.  

The meeting would also be an opportunity to talk about the city as a sanctuary in light of the 

Afghan crisis. 

• The Leeds Migration Strategy will be discussed at the next Leeds Migration Partnership 

(LMP) strategic meeting (8th September). LMP partners will support the council to apply for 

the award.  

• Leeds CoS steering group currently do not have a council representative attend their 

meetings, Rose and Mary are working hard to re-invigorate the network. 

• Contact Theory will be considered to help facilitate training for council services to ensure 

people with lived experience contribute to the delivery of training to services across the 

council, to raise awareness of needs specific to migrant communities.  

Immediate actions:  

• Jenny to share presentation with LCC migration team/schools and to attend schools of 

sanctuary event on the 14th September. 

• Jenny to link with other councils who have been through the process. 

Note:  

• If LCC is not committing additional funds of more than 70k, full council do not need to 

approve. Full council will approve the strategy and the joining of the CoS network can be 

done after just 1 cabinet member approves the decision. 

• Application for the award to include non-usual business (I.e. business 

support/libraries/migrant led services/storage donations/allotments can be gardens of 

sanctuary/bus services i.e. First Bus).  

https://cityofsanctuary.org/streams-and-group-activities/
https://schools.cityofsanctuary.org/
https://tedcantle.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/092-Intergroup-contact-theory-explained-Everett-J-2013.pdf

