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UK Migration Statistics and Trends

1. Official quarterly statistics were published covering the year March 2020-2021, providing a full year of data showing the impact of the pandemic on migration trends as well as what’s happened with the new points based immigration system post-Brexit. One headline is that there were far more visa applications from people from Hong Kong than from the EU in Q1 2021! Below are some highlights:
· Data on visa arrivals include Hong Kong nationals (34,000 BNO visas), EU nationals (5,000), health and care workers (14,000 issued); figures for the new resettlement scheme ‘UKRS’ (25 refugees were resettled in March).

· A better breakdown of the EUSS shows 5 million people have applied (and 5.3m applications) - incidentally far higher than government’s original estimate of the eligible population.
· There’s a change in the reasons why people come to the UK, with family now the most common reason to apply for a long term visa, followed by work then study

· Exceptions to the falling trends include: seasonal worker visas quadrupled to over 10,000, most of them issued to Ukrainian nationals, EEA/EUSS family permits increased, and citizenship applications by EU nationals rose by 45%. 

· While Chinese students are still the top nationality for study visas, they fell disproportionately compared to other students, perhaps linked to COVID restrictions. The biggest increase in study visas was to Nigerian students. 

· Grants of protection (either through asylum or resettlement routes) were less than half the level of the previous year, the lowest level for nearly a decade. Much of that is down to fewer asylum applications (27,000, a fall by a quarter), fewer initial decisions on asylum applications (13,000 rather than nearly 21,000) and the temporary stop to resettlement for much of the year. [Sources: Home Office, Migration Observatory]

Asylum Statistics
1. Home Office statistics for asylum and resettlement published on 27 May 2021, showing data up to the end March 2021. The full datasets are publicly available and can be viewed here.

· There were 26,903 asylum applications (main applicants only) in the UK in the year ending March 2021. This is lower than previous years but is impacted by COVID-19.
· The top 5 countries of origin were Iran, Iraq, Albania, Pakistan, and El Salvador.
· Out of 12,968 initial decisions, 48% (8,640) resulted in grants of either refugee status, Humanitarian Protection or some other form of leave to remain. 
· The top nationalities that received grants were: Iranian (1,334), Eritrean (817), Sudanese (673), Syrian (501) and Afghan (430) nationals. However, all these nationalities saw falls in grants in the latest year.

2. The latest numbers of supported asylum seekers on Section 95 support are also available. In Leeds, 827 were supported. This includes 776 in supported accommodation and 51 in receipt of subsistence-only support.  Please note, this data only includes those on Section 95, and does not include those in receipt of Section 4 support or those in temporary or alternative initial accommodation most of whom are supported under S.98 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.
Asylum
3. Following a recent court case which had led to a pause on negative cessations, the Home Office confirmed that a settlement was reached regarding the court case and that they have agreed to pause activity on negative cessations until after June 21st. Since the Government’s decision to extend the ending of COVID-19 restrictions until July 19th, the Home Office have informed Migration Yorkshire that they are reviewing guidance from Public Health England before making any decisions regarding a date for the resumption of negative cessations and will announce details on the resumption shortly. [Sources: Home Office]
4. The Home Office successfully challenged a recent tribunal decision which had previously declared that those applying for Section 4 support on the basis of COVID-19, should be eligible for support until national restrictions end as refusal to support could be a breach of the person’s human rights. Applicants will now have to demonstrate that they meet one of the eligible criteria for Section 4 support and can no longer rely on COVID reasons only. [Source: ASAP via email] 
5. Transition to the Asylum Supports Payments Card took place in May 2021 with service users receiving their new ASPEN card on the week commencing 17 May 2021. The new provider is PFS (Prepaid Financial Services). Migration from the old ASPEN card to the new one took place on the weekend of the 21-23 May, with a blackout period over these dates meaning service users were unable to withdraw money during this period. However, a number of issues were reported whereby service users were unable to access support either due to not receiving the card or having difficulty activating the card. Home Office has been working with providers to resolve these issues. [Source: Home Office]
6. The Refugee Council published a report revealing the experiences of asylum seekers accommodated in hotels in the UK. It raises concerns and makes recommendations on issues such as the negative impact on mental health and wellbeing for residents, access to cash support, school places, and access to legal advice. The report was informed by Refugee Council work supporting people in hotels, including Leeds, Hull and Rotherham. [Source: Refugee Council]
7. This British Red Cross report describes asylum housing as often inadequate, unsafe and unsanitary. It calls for government to take a more compassionate approach and for a formal independent inspection regime to monitor conditions. [Source: British Red Cross]

8. The Home Office recently carried out a digital interview pilot in Bradford undertaking substantive asylum interviews onsite for residents in hotel accommodation. This pilot seeks to expedite decisions and enable those who are granted positive decisions to remain in the area and seek support to move-on from asylum accommodation. Those who are refused asylum are dispersed to dispersal accommodation as part of Home Office plans to reduce the use of hotel accommodation across the country. Home Office are seeking to extend this pilot to other hotel sites in other areas. [Source: Home Office]
9. A new report by the Refugee Council reveals huge delays in asylum decision-making from the Home Office. It obtained figures revealing that nearly ten times more asylum seekers had been waiting for a decision for more than one year in 2020 than in 2010. [Source: Refugee Council]
UK Borders and Immigration Policy
10. Following changes to the Immigration Rules last year that mean rough sleeping may lead to a cancellation or refusal of someone’s leave to remain in some circumstances,  new Guidance has now been published, clarifying that the policy will only apply after repeated refusals of support and persistent anti-social behaviour, and is not applicable to those without support due to NRPF, EU nationals or refugees [Source: Gov.uk]

11. A new scheme similar to current Youth Mobility Schemes has been agreed with the Indian government, meaning 18-30 year olds in the UK and India will be able to live and work in the other country for up to 2 years. It’s part of a new agreement with India which the Home Secretary says will make it easier to tackle illegal migration from India to the UK. [Source: Gov.UK]
12. Post Brexit, the government is proposing a new framework for the recognition of professional qualifications and regulation of professions, aiming to attract qualified professionals from abroad. A consultation preceded these proposals – 7 of the regulatory bodies who responded had specific measures in place to support refugees [p.12] [Source: Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy]
13. The government has announced plans for greater multi-agency cooperation to tackle rough sleeping. ‘Councils will also be asked to exhaust all options within the law to support rough sleepers not eligible for statutory homelessness assistance due to their immigration status’ - this will include working with the VCS to support people to access work and housing, and with the Home Office to regularise immigration status
14. Following on from proposals under the New Plan for Immigration, the Home Office published a factsheet on safe and legal routes for refugees claiming the government’s New Plan for Immigration will support integration by granting indefinite leave rather than refugee status.[Source: Home Office]
15. The Home Office recently have made changes to its Voluntary Returns Service. Applicants can now receive a one-off payment of £3000 if they are returning to country classed as a ‘developing’ country by the OECD. The new offer differs from the previous VRS system as the package of support is dependent on the country of return and not on the status of the individual’s immigration case in the UK. [Source: Home Office]
Hong Kong – British National (Overseas) Visa
16. According to data published by the Home Office, there were 34,300 applications through the Hong Kong BN(O) visa route in quarter 1 of 2021. 20,600 applications were from out of country applicants, and 13,700 in-country applicants. In total, there were 7,200 grants of BN(O) visas made in Q1 of 2021. [Source: Gov.uk]

17. MHCLG has published guidance for local authorities with further information on the Hong Kong UK Welcome Programme. Local authorities will be able to spend up to £800 per head on ESOL, and up to £2,720 per household on destitution support per household. 12 welcome hubs will be established, one in each region. SMPs are being funded ‘to coordinate and manage the welcome’ and Migration Yorkshire are coordinating the programme in the Yorkshire & Humber. Ewa Jamroz Ewa.Jamroz@migrationyorkshire.org.uk is the lead contact for Migration Yorkshire. [Source: Gov.UK]
EU Nationals & EU Settlement Scheme

18. The deadline for applying for the EU Settlement Scheme (EUSS) was 30 June 2021. Migration Yorkshire have been working with local authorities to ensure as much information is available to communities and encourage EU nationals to apply before the deadline. Those who fail to apply through the scheme face being in the UK without any legal status. With the most recent figures for May 2021 showing over 330K outstanding applications, there are also fears that delays in processing EUSS applications will lead to a high number of individuals unable to proof their rights after the June deadline. Meanwhile, the Home Office have confirmed that there will be a 28-day notice period after the 30 June 2021 for people to apply through the scheme and avoid any immigration enforcement action. [Sources: Gov.uk, Guardian].
19. Home Office have updated EUSS data on applications from children in care and care leavers, releasing findings from a survey conducted between February and April 2021. The number of children eligible to apply increased to 3,660 (by 360) of which 67% applied and 47% were granted status. In our region, out of 465 children identified, 321 (69%) made an application and 161 (35%) were given status. [Source: Gov.uk]
20. Immigration statistics also reveal that there has been a sharp increase in applications to naturalise as a British Citizen by EU nationals in the last quarter of 2020 reportedly driven by fear of the second Windrush as the digital status provided through the EUSS is seen as offering little guarantee that EU nationals will be able to demonstrate their legal status easily. [Source: Gov.uk, By line times]
Trafficking and Modern Day Slavery 
21. The latest National Referral Mechanism [NRM] stats showing data for quarter 1 of 2021 reveal a small increase in quarter 1 compared to the same time last year. 2945 referrals were made for potential victims of modern slavery, with 75% of these referrals were male potential victims and 45% were children. Labour exploitation is most common form of exploitation for adults but criminal exploitation is the most commonly reported reason for children. The most common nationalities were UK, Albania and Vietnam. [Source: Gov.uk]
22. New guidance published by the Home Office may make it harder for potential modern slavery victims to avoid immigration detention – evidence is now needed that detention would render individuals ‘particularly vulnerable to harm’ outlined in the Home Office’s  revised Adults at Risk policy. [Source: Home Office]
23. The roll out of Independent Child Trafficking Guardians continues – in our region they have now been launched in West and North Yorkshire. West Yorkshire will be involved in targeted testing of continuing support beyond a child’s 18th birthday. [Source: Gov.uk, Home Office]

24. A recent report from the Anti Slavery Commissioner on the benefits of employment and barriers to work for modern slavery victims recommends the development of an accredited work preparation curriculum, and a reintegration strategy for modern slavery survivors [Source: Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner]
Windrush
25. The National Audit Office (NAO) has found delays in processing applications under the Windrush Compensation Scheme. By the end of March 2021 the Home Office received 2,163 claims to the Windrush compensation scheme, out of which 633 were compensated. Campaigners are saying that the scheme should not be run by the HO [Source: National Audit Office, Channel 4].
Children and Young People

26. The Home Office have announced a new voluntary rota system with additional funding and age assessment support as part of an update to the National Transfer Scheme. The new proposals aim to encourage local authorities across the UK to care for young people arriving on the South Coast. [Source: Gov.uk]
27. Following this announcement, Kent County Council have stated they cannot, at present, welcome any more unaccompanied asylum seeking children into their care due to capacity. As children continue to arrive on the South East Coast, transfers continue to take place and the Home Office are still seeking urgent placements, prioritising those from the Kent Intake Unit (port). Migration Yorkshire are coordinating placements in our region. [Source: Migration Yorkshire]
28. The government have announced the expansion of the Independent Child Trafficking Guardians (ICTG) service to several new areas, including West Yorkshire. The service is delivered by Barnardo’s and expansion means trafficked children will have access to a guardian across two thirds of LAs in England and Wales. [Source ECPAT]
Refugee Resettlement
29. The UKRS programme is now well underway with 486 arrivals pledged by LA’s across the region and Migration Yorkshire co-ordinating arrivals coming into the region following a pause in resettlement sure to Covid-19. [Source: Migration Yorkshire]
30. The HO have published Funding Instructions for this year mirrors the last few years. The government have also announced that refugees will arrive with Indefinite Leave to Remain as a refugee, rather than 5 years leave to remain. [Source: Gov.uk]
31. The government recently announced the launch of a new programme to resettle Afghan interpreters who assisted the British army whilst operating in Afghanistan. The scheme known as the Afghan Relocation and Assistance Programme (ARAP). Migration Yorkshire is working with the Home Office and local authorities to prepare for and coordinate arrivals through the scheme. [ Source: Gov.uk]

Cohesion and Integration
32. UNHCR report ‘I am human’ looks at the experiences of stateless people in the UK, including participants in Bradford. It says the Home Office should consider statelessness as a protection matter, calls for legal aid for statelessness cases, and for applicants to receive support and accommodation whilst awaiting a decision. [Source: UNHCR]
VCS Representatives

33. The nomination process for VCS Representatives for 2021/22 has now begun. Many thanks to Ally Swadling who has represented Leeds over the last year. For more details on the nomination process, please contact Ally or Vicky via Victoria.ledwidge@migrationyorkshire.org.uk
Stefan Robert
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