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An overview of the latest statistics, policy and research on migration issues affecting partner organisations in Yorkshire and Humber.
Summary
· For the first time the Office for National Statistics (ONS) did not publish national net migration figures, having suspended the survey used to make the net migration estimate. It is working on new measures of migration. (para.2)

· The EU Withdrawal Bill received royal assent, ending free movement and paving the way for the new points-based system. (para.5)
· The Dublin III Regulation no longer applies in the UK, with two key implications. First, there is no mechanism for the UK to return asylum applicants to EU member states they may have passed through on their journey. Second, it is more difficult for asylum seekers in Europe to reunite with family members (para.6)

· Senior care workers have not been added to the shortage occupation list, while the seasonal workers scheme in the agricultural sector has been expanded. (para.8)
· Rough sleeping is now (controversially) grounds for deportation, following a change to the Immigration Rules. Government is also looking at other ways to increase deportation options, including reviewing the Human Rights Act. (paras.19-22)
· The new British Nationals (Overseas) visa route was introduced at the end of January relating to certain residents of Hong Kong. (para.30)
· EU settlement scheme statistics demonstrate a continuing upward trend after a dip last April. Grants of settled status have been decreasing while there has been an increase in other outcomes, including refusals on eligibility grounds. (para.32)

· Options for accommodating asylum seekers being explored by the authorities include Ministry of Defence sites. (para.39)
· There is concern that Brexit and the Immigration Act will undermine progress in recent years on tackling modern slavery. (para.54)
· A plethora of reports discuss the structural or social reasons behind disproportionate impact of Covid-19 on people from minority groups. (para.61)
· In autumn there was a shift in migratory routes across the Mediterranean to more perilous routes via the Canaries or through Algeria. (para.70)
· Unprecedented consequences of COVID-19 on global migration trends include declines in visas, remittances and refugee resettlement, but increases in exploitation and forced displacement. The UN has called for COVID-19 vaccinations to urgently be made available for millions of refugees (paras.74-5)
· UNHCR is warning of a refugee emergency as people flee Ethiopia. (para.76)
· Local stories of support to refugees feature York, Ripon, Ilkley and Bradford. (para.79)
UK migration trends
1. The Home Office published its Immigration Statistics as usual in November, with highlights appearing in the relevant sections of this report.

2. The most up to date UK net migration figures available are for the year ending March 2020, shared during the previous SMG meeting. For the first time in November the Office for National Statistics (ONS) did not publish national net migration figures. In March it suspended the International Passenger Survey (IPS) - used to make the net migration estimate - due to the pandemic. ONS is working on new measures of migration based on administrative data (including from DWP and Home Office border checks) for the future; their next report due on 25 February should have an update. More information from ONS is available on the developments in measuring migration. 
3. The ONS issued instead ‘International migration and mobility: what’s changed since the coronavirus pandemic’, a report that provides data describing the dramatic changes in air travel to the UK, and in visas issued for study and work.

4. Similarly, the national insurance number (NINO) registration data for the past year - often used as a proxy data source for new arrivals to the UK - will be disrupted as NINO processing was suspended in March to allow redeployment of DWP staff at that time. There are reports that migrants with the right to work have been struggling to secure employment due to the suspension of NINO applications. (Source: BBC)
UK borders and migration policy 

Post-transition immigration system

5. The Immigration and Social Security Co-ordination (EU Withdrawal) Bill received royal assent, ending free movement from 1 January 2021 and paving the way for the introduction of the new points-based system (Free Movement has a summary). A Statement of Changes to the Immigration Rules gives more insight into post-Brexit immigration changes. Further reading on this includes a short introduction to the new points-based system (it opened for applications - see summary of the new routes and equality impact assessment) and a summary of the implications of Brexit for migrants. (Sources: Free Movement, Gov.uk, Infomigrants)
6. Asylum, children and family-related changes to the immigration system include:

· While the Lords’ proposals to protect young people in the Bill were voted down in the Commons, government committed to a public consultation and review on legal routes to the UK for unaccompanied children. However, concerns have been raised that the consultation and review of family reunion replacing Dublin III due mid-2021 is no help to families who are still waiting to be reunited. (Sources: Parliament, BBC, Free movement, Huffington Post)
· Future changes to family visa requirements for British citizens living in the EU (under the terms of the UK-EU Withdrawal Agreement) mean from March 2022 they will lose their right to return to the UK with non-British family members and become subject to UK family visa rules. Thus Brits living in the EU and their non-British spouses face choices about whether to return to live in the UK by then. (Sources: Parliament UK, the Guardian)
· Irish citizens continue to be able to freely enter and remain in the UK. (Source: Free Movement)
· The Dublin III Regulation no longer applies in the UK, with two main implications. First, there is no mechanism for the UK to return asylum applicants to EU member states they may have passed through on their journey. The government changed the Immigration Rules to allow for refusal to consider claims where individuals have passed through safe EU countries, but there are no agreements currently in place with EU countries to facilitate this. Second, it is more difficult for asylum seekers in Europe to reunite with family members in the UK. The government has published an overview of family reunion options. (Sources: House of Commons Library, Gov.uk, the Guardian) 
· The Migration Advisory Committee’s first annual report suggests there should be a review of the minimum income requirements for those wishing to bring family from abroad to join them in the UK. (Source: Gov.uk)
7. Specifically in relation to potential impacts upon employers: 

· Updated sponsorship guidance for employers reflects that EU citizens coming to the UK to work now are likely to need sponsorship. (Source: Free Movement)
· The Migration Advisory Committee (MAC) published a literature review on employer decision-making around skill and employee shortages, and migration. The review found different reasons for recruiting migrants with, for example, social care employers viewing migrant workers as being hard working and having a caring approach, while in construction migrants are used to replace the ageing UK workforce. (Source: gov.uk) 

8. On shortage occupations and work sectors:

· To maximise the opportunities of the new system thinktank IPPR recommends, for example, the shortage occupation list should include jobs at all skill levels, the general salary threshold should be scrapped, and paying the real living wage should be a condition of an employer gaining a sponsorship licence. 

· The Home Secretary rejected a MAC recommendation to add senior social care workers to the shortage occupation list, wanting to see how the labour market recovers post-COVID and the impact of the points-based system. The social care sector reacted with disappointment. (Sources: Gov.UK, Home Care Insight)
· EU workers providing certain services such as accountancy and legal advice will be allowed to stay for 12 months under the changed Immigration Rules that include a change to the International Agreement Worker route - reflecting the Brexit trade deal agreement. (Sources: Free Movement, gov.uk)
· Farmers are worried about recruiting seasonal workers this year. A parliamentary inquiry into labour in the food supply chain recommends more efforts to attract domestic workers. The Seasonal Worker’s Pilot has now been expanded to 30,000 seasonal work visas to cover picking fruit and vegetables. Defra will also lead a review into automation in horticulture. (Sources: BBC, Parliament.uk, gov.uk)
· The construction industry might struggle to replace EU construction workers, (Source: Construction News)
9. Australia rejected the UK’s proposed trade deal over concerns of a brain drain to the UK and an influx of unskilled British workers to Australia. (Source: London Economic)
10. A UK border strategy now sets out a vision ‘for the UK border to be the most effective in the world.’ In relation to managing the UK border after 31 December, the Audit Office suggested it was unlikely everyone will be ready, especially if the EU introduces full border checks: in a worst case scenario, up to 7,000 lorries will queue at Channel crossings. Arrangements for Northern Ireland are the most significant risk. It warns that criminal activity such as smuggling will take advantage of the situation. (Sources: Gov.uk, National Audit Office)
11. On existing processes for visa and immigration applications:

· Some visa application centres and Service and Support Centres remain open at reduced capacity, which some visa applicants are asked to attend. (Sources: UKVCAS, gov.uk)

· People with visas due to expire but unable to leave for COVID reasons have been able to apply for ‘exceptional assurance’ to allow them to stay longer. This scheme keeps being extended, at the moment to the end of January. The Home Office announced free visa extensions for health professionals with visas expiring before 31 March 2021, although there is a requirement to apply rather than extensions being automatic. However, the extension in 2020 did not cover roles such as care workers, healthcare assistants and porters. (Source: the Guardian, Gov.uk)
· Immigration tribunals have continued to operate remotely where possible, with a limited number of in-person hearings. The High Court has declared arrangements for dealing with Upper Tribunal immigration appeals during the pandemic were unlawful. (Sources: Gov.UK, Free Movement)
· Other rather positive effects of the pandemic on the immigration system include that initial applications can be made outside London, and fresh asylum claims can be lodged by email rather than only in person in Liverpool. (Sources: Free Movement, Gov.UK)

12. UNHCR urges the UK government to improve its approach to processing applications from stateless people. (Source: UNCHR)
The ‘hostile environment’
13. A report exploring the impact of NHS charging on migrants in England, based on a two year study revealed that migrants suffering from conditions such as cancer and heart problems have been denied treatment for an average of 37 weeks. This introduction to the Immigration Health Surcharge (IHS) explains the legal basis for it and who has to pay it. (Sources: Doctors of the World, Freemovement)
14. Citizens Advice reports a sharp rise in people with NRPF seeking its help since the start of the pandemic. Manchester charity Safety4Sisters has documented the struggles of migrant women with no access to public funds. A housing rights newsletter gives an overview of migrant housing and benefits issues. (Sources: Citizens Advice, Salford CVS, Chartered Institute of Housing)
15. Leading legal figures called for the Prime Minister and Home Secretary to apologise for their ‘hostility’ to lawyers representing migrants, arguing attacks endanger lawyers’ safety and undermine the rule of law. (Sources: BBC, the Guardian)
16. The Home Office failed to comply with equality law when implementing ‘hostile environment’ policies, especially in relation to the Windrush generation, according to the Equality and Human Rights Commission. The report concluded that the impact assessments for the 2014 Immigration Act, which brought in the right to rent provisions, included ‘minimal equality considerations.’ The Home Office agreed to address the issues raised with an action plan in January 2021. The story is also covered in a Guardian opinion piece. (Sources: ECHR, the Guardian)
17. Protests against the hostile environment across the UK included Halifax and Sheffield, with Vulcan House (the Home Office base in Sheffield) being a focus for protestors. (Sources: Left Foot Forward and Twitter)

18. The government published a pre-procurement notice for a Support for Migrant Victims (SMV) Pilot Scheme to provide support for migrant victims of domestic abuse with NRPF. (Source: Bidstats)
Detention and deportation

19. Rough sleeping is now grounds for deportation, following a change to the Immigration Rules; this House of Commons Library briefing provides a useful summary. The Home Office says this will only be used ‘sparingly’ where someone does not engage with support services, but 150 organisations wrote collectively to object, including Ashiana Sheffield, warning ministers that the policy risks increasing modern slavery cases if employers use the threat of homelessness to coerce workers, as well as the wrongful detention and deportation of modern slavery victims. The Greater London Authority and some London borough councils have said they will not cooperate with the Home Office on this issue. (Source: the Independent, Gov.UK, House of Commons Library, Anti Slavery International, Free movement, the Guardian)  
20. Prior to this latest development, the Home Office policy of deporting migrants without the opportunity to access legal support was found by the Court of Appeal to be unlawful, including the practice of giving individuals only a 72 hour notice period after which they could be removed at any point in the following three months. (Sources: the Guardian, Public law Project)
21. The government launched an independent review of the Human Rights Act, which will report in summer 2021. It is thought that the Prime Minister is concerned the Act makes it harder to deport asylum seekers. (Sources: Ministry of Justice, the Independent)
22. Changes under a new Bill could result in ‘automatic’ deportation of migrants following a six-month prison sentence (the current process applies to sentences of 12 months or more). Free Movement estimates this could result in an additional 1,000 automatic deportations annually. Following eleventh hour reprieves for some individuals who were due to be deported on a controversial flight to Jamaica in December (see this related Home Office fact sheet) Priti Patel is reported as saying deportation flights to Jamaica will become a ‘regular drumbeat’, and changes will be made to prevent last minute legal challenges. (Sources: Daily Mail, Free Movement, the Guardian, Home Office, the Sun)
23. Despite the national lockdown, deportation flights to Poland and Romania are due to take place this month. The Home Office recently refused an FOI request to publish data on deportees’ nationalities – critics believe unwillingness to share the data indicates certain nationalities are disproportionately subject to mandatory removal. A campaign is calling for the impact on children to be assessed when a parent is deported. (Sources: the Independent, the Guardian)
24. Some months ago a 2014-17 Home Office policy on detaining asylum seekers with a view to returning them to Europe was ruled unlawful. Now more than 20 people have launched a claim for compensation for illegal detention. (Source: the Guardian)
25. Summarised data on immigration detention shows a downward trend in immigration detention over the past few years. (Source: AVID) 

Channel crossings

26. Regarding the issue of migrants making Channel crossings in unauthorised/small boats, recent overviews are available from the Migration Observatory and the BBC, with reports of four times as many people crossing in 2020 as in 2019. Some articles have focused on migrants’ experiences of the journey and reasons for taking it, as well as what awaits those arriving in the UK. Recently, A family very sadly lost their lives, adding to the total of over 300 people who have died attempting to cross the channel since 1999. This led to further publications on how the hostile environment will not stop people making the crossing. (Sources: Migration Observatory BBC, Sun, Metro, News International, the Guardian, Tortoise Media)
27. Several mainstream newspapers reported that migrants on an oil tanker were removed by Royal Navy’s Special Boat Service after allegedly threatening the crew. Unfortunately the focus of most of the reporting has been on inaccurate, negative links between migrants and terrorists; The Sun running ‘jihadis disguised as migrants’ as their headline. The men involved will not face legal action. (Sources: The Sun, Telegraph, Daily Mail, BBC)
28. A UK-French agreement to prevent migrants crossing the Channel says measures include doubling French officers on beach patrol and using surveillance technology like drones and radar equipment. (Sources: BBC, Gov.UK)
Specific migrant groups

The Windrush generation
29. Changes to the Windrush compensation scheme include increases to minimum awards. Most pending cases should be considered by the end of March. Many applicants to the scheme have expressed disappointment either in relation to the sums they received, or in relation to delays. Indeed, Wendy Williams criticized the Home Office for failing to make progress with reviewing policies and being slow in paying compensation, with only 168 people receiving compensation so far. The lawyer who designed the compensation scheme criticised implementation, but defended the time taken to process claims. The most senior black officer involved in the Windrush compensation scheme resigned saying that the scheme is both racist and unfit to do the job. (Sources: Gov.uk, the Guardian)
Hong Kong nationals 
30. The new British Nationals (Overseas) visa route was introduced at the end of January, giving 5.4 million Hong Kong residents the right to come to the UK; a parliamentary briefing and one from Migration Yorkshire are available. Some residents arrived prior to this date. This long read focuses on the experiences of pro-democracy activists arriving here. [Sources: House of Commons Library, BBC, inews]

EU nationals 

31. In November, a charity supporting vulnerable EU citizens apply to the EU settlement scheme observed an influx in requests for assistance as the deadline for establishing residence in the UK was approaching. (Source: iNews)
32. Latest EU Settlement Scheme (EUSS) statistics from government show: 

· 4.48 million applications have been submitted so far. The latest monthly statistics in November 2020 continue the upward trend after a dip in April.

· At local authority level (to the end of September 2020) over 212,000 applications have been made in Yorkshire and Humber.

· The top nationalities of applicants in our region remain the same: Polish (29%), Romanian (16%), Slovak (8%), Italian (6%) and Lithuania (5%). However, whilst Polish is the top nationality in most areas, Romanian continues to top in Barnsley, and Slovakian in Sheffield and Rotherham.

· Grants of settled status have been decreasing each month to approximately 40% in November 2020. Nationally, 55% of applicants have settled status, 43% pre-settled and 3% had other outcomes, whilst in Y&H 58% have settled status, 39% pre-settled, with 3% receiving other outcomes.

· Since February 2020 there has been an increase in other outcomes, including refusals on eligibility grounds. So far, 29,000 applications have been refused, predominantly for eligibility, not criminality, reasons. (Source: Parliament)
· Up to the end of June 57 appeals have been lodged against EU Settlement Scheme decisions, after the right to appeal was introduced for applications made after 31 January. Seven have been rejected and the rest are ongoing. (Source: Parliament)  
33. The rights of EEA nationals and their family members who have not yet applied to the EU settlement scheme during the grace period are governed by the Citizens’ Rights (Application Deadline and Temporary Protection) (EU Exit) Regulations 2020. The regulations only protect the rights of those who have been exercising the relevant EU treaty rights by the end of the transition period. Those not covered by the regulations will be treated as unlawful residents. There is now guidance on absences related to the coronavirus pandemic listing reasons allowed for justifying breaks in residency longer than six months in EUSS applications. Reports continue to highlight the challenges inherent in the EUSS, including the digital nature of EUSS status and issues affecting Roma communities. (Sources: gov.uk, Home Office, Trust for London, Roma Support Group)

34. EUSS guidance for employers has been amended to clarify that, until after 30 June 2021, employers cannot make an offer of employment dependent on an individual having made an application to the EUSS. (Source: Home Office)

35. Government guidance explains EEA nationals’ eligibility for housing and homelessness assistance from 1 January, while the latest NRPF Network publication looks at wider eligibility to services in post-transition period. The NRPF publication advises that EEA nationals are eligible for assistance in returning to their country of origin through the Voluntary Returns Service. (Sources: MHCLG, NRPF Network)

36. According to the latest guidance on studying in the UK, EU students will be eligible for student finance for 2021-2022 in England, as long as they have status under the EUSS and meet three years residency requirements. (Source: gov.uk)
Asylum seekers and refugees

37. Data from the published immigration statistics show there were 31,752 asylum applications (main applicants only) in the UK in the year ending September 2020, lower than the recent peak in year ending September 2016 (36,546). Section 98 figures almost doubled from 5,444 people at the end of June 2020, to 10,315 at the end of September 2020 (an 89% increase). The backlog of people waiting an initial decision is at an all-time high of 60,548; 76% of these have been waiting for more than 6 months. (Source: Home Office)
38. The Home Office response to inspection reports about ‘lorry drops’ and small boat arrivals, accepts or partially accept all the inspection recommendations, which include working with the police to create joint plans to monitor and police the whole UK coastline for the smuggling of people and goods. The response also states that there will be an immediate focus on improving screening at the front end of the asylum process as part of a longer term project looking at the asylum intake model. (Source: Home Office)
39. Options for accommodating asylum seekers (additional to existing short term holding facilities, the detention estate and dispersal accommodation) being explored by the authorities, whether for those arriving in boats across the Channel or those already in the UK, have in some cases provoked a response. These include Ministry of Defence sites, including a proposed site using porta-cabins in the Hampshire countryside, a plan that has come under much criticism from medical and legal sectors. Far right activists have used drones to make videos and spread disinformation at the Napier Barracks in Kent, being used as asylum accommodation. There have been protests from asylum seekers accommodated in army barracks, followed by stories over sub-standard conditions. In one facility, a group of asylum seekers formed a union as a forum to raise their voices. There has been a surge in self-harm cases at Brook House removal centre where recent seaborne arrivals are being held. (Sources: Guardian, BBC, ITV, Vice, Metro, the Independent) 

40. Over 1,000 people signed a petition against a government bid to open an immigration centre in the Royal Docks in Newham, London. The petition organiser claims that the centre is being placed to target migrant communities and will create a local hostile environment. (Sources: Change.org, Newham Recorder) 
41. ‘The area resembled a building site’ – these are the Chief Inspector of Prisons’ observations on the conditions in which people who cross the channel in small boats who are detained in Dover. Some people are accommodated temporarily in shipping containers that are dirty and where they cannot socially distance. One facility was ‘not fit for even small numbers’, yet 2,500 people were detained there during the summer. The Inspector criticised the Home Office for not foreseeing a rise in people arriving this way and not adequately planning for where they would stay. Subsequently, the Home Office published a ‘factsheet’ in response, stating they are working in line with statutory duties and they are ‘committed to fixing the asylum system’. (Sources: HM Inspectorate of Prisons, BBC, Home Office)
42. The Public Accounts Committee report on the Home Office’s response to COVID-19 in asylum accommodation criticised the use of hotels and the lack of engagement with stakeholders. Recommendations include that the Home Office set out a clear plan to reduce the use of hotels as asylum accommodation. An updated recent parliamentary research briefing on the use of hotels now also covers the use of army barracks for single adult asylum seeking men. (Sources: Parliament, House of Commons Library)
43. Issues raised with existing dispersal housing include that the pandemic has exacerbated existing issues (a news report that highlights two properties in Bradford), that asylum seekers have not been protected, and the stopping and restarting of evictions in different lockdown periods (there have been local calls for the Home Office to stop evictions, the High Court temporarily stopped evictions of people on Section 4 support, the impact of a pause in asylum evictions in our region was explored by ITV news, and some refused asylum seekers living under regional lockdown restrictions received eviction notices). (Sources: the Independent, Yorkshire Evening Post, ASAP, ITV) 
44. On asylum support issues, government confirmed a new rate of £39.63 asylum support per week (3p more) following a review, with additional payments for those in full-board accommodation like hotels to aid access to toiletries and transport. In response, an Asylum Matters report describes poverty experienced by asylum seekers, including that over 90% of asylum seekers struggle to buy food and pay for public transport. Relatedly, voluntary and community sector organisations are struggling to keep providing services to asylum seekers and refugees such as safe drop in spaces - the Reading Refugee Support Group began a crowdfunding appeal to help them keep running. (Sources: inews, Asylum Matters, Reading Chronicle)
45. For anyone with key questions around asylum claims in the UK, asylum support, Dublin III and family reunion, a new House Of Commons Library briefing on asylum covers these topics. (Source: House of Commons Library)
46. On refugee family reunion, the British Red Cross says families are being forced to make dangerous journeys to visa application centres as part of the refugee family reunion application process. It calls on the Home Office to restructure the application process and limit the number of journeys applicants have to make to visa application centres. (Source: British Red Cross)
47. On refugee resettlement, 
· No refugees are recorded as being resettled in the UK since March 2020, as per the statistics published for the end of September 2020. (Source: Home Office)
· A House of Commons briefing explores the latest situation regarding refugee resettlement in the UK. (Source: House of Commons Library)
· The Home Office responded to an inspection report on resettlement schemes, accepting or partially accepting all recommendations, which include reviewing whether a grant of 5 years’ Leave is appropriate. (Source: Home Office)
· There is new guidance on Community Sponsorship for prospective sponsors of resettled refugees, while a US based foundation pledged £1m to support communities to participate in the Community Sponsorship scheme in the UK. (Sources: Gov.uk, the Guardian)
· UNHCR report on the integration experiences of resettled women in the UK making recommendations such as pre-departure English language lessons, Home Office training to local authorities around SGBV (sexual and gender based violence) issues and for councils to work with local businesses to develop formal volunteering programmes to build work experience. It also suggests Strategic Migration Partnerships encourage sharing of best practice among workers locally. (Source: UNHCR)
Children and young people

48. Both the Children’s Commissioner and the prisons inspector visited the Kent Intake Unit where unaccompanied children are held, criticising it for unsuitable conditions without proper sleeping facilities, and long waits for age assessments and transfers to other local authorities. (Sources: The Children’s Commissioner, Community Care)
49. A report on the harm caused to children by forced separation from a parent due to deportation and incarceration identifies detrimental short and long term effects on children, and aims to provide evidence for those who assess the impact of this harm in respect of legal challenges. (Source: Bail for Immigration Detainees)
50. As part of extensive cut backs to only deliver statutory services, Croydon Council leaders are seeking to ‘offload responsibility’ for around 250 unaccompanied asylum seeking children. (Source: the Guardian)
51. The government published evaluations related to supporting children, on the role of Regional Practice Coordinators within the Independent Child Trafficking Guardian service and on the Child Trafficking Protection Fund. Government invited local authorities to bid for the opportunity to pilot devolved decision-making for child victims with a one-year contract beginning in early January 2021. Meanwhile warnings about modern slavery and trafficking during the second wave of Covid-19 come from the UN and charity Unseen. (Sources: Gov.UK, UN, Unseen)
Modern slavery
52. 2,506 potential modern slavery victims were referred to the NRM between July and September 2020. This is a 14% increase on compared to the April-June period after a COVID-related downward trend. However there were 11% fewer referrals than in the equivalent quarter last year. (Source: Home Office)
53. The government’s annual report on modern slavery sets out plans for its National Referral Mechanism (NRM) Transformation Programme to speed up decision-making and ensure victim support meets individual needs. (Source: gov.uk)
54. However there is concern that Brexit and the Immigration Act will undermine the efforts of recent years; for example, victims may lose protection from forced removal. The new immigration system will increase the risk of human trafficking and provide opportunities for criminals to exploit vulnerable individuals, according to the Association of Labour Providers. There is a risk of a surge in trafficking cases post-Brexit without ministerial action to address border control weaknesses and maintain access to European intelligence sharing. In a High Court case the judge said the Home Office should grant potential modern slavery victims formal leave to remain while awaiting a decision on their case (the average wait is over a year). Potential victims are allowed to stay in the UK while their case is assessed but without leave to remain they are unable to work or access some services. (Sources: Walk Free, Association of Labour Providers, Human Trafficking Foundation, the Independent)
55. A High Court judge ruled that the Home Secretary is not following the formal screening process which helps identify trafficking victims by failing to ensure asylum seekers are asked about their journeys to the UK. The case was brought by three potential trafficking victims placed in immigration detention soon after arrival. The Anti-Slavery Commissioner’s review of the Modern Slavery Act 2015 statutory defence found police are not consistently considering whether a suspect could be a victim of criminal exploitation and the criminal justice system over-relies on the decisions of the Single Competent Authority. (Sources: the Guardian, Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner)
56. Updated guidance on identifying and supporting modern slavery victims reflects the new victim care contract. Changes include providing a safe place for three days for individuals to consider whether or not to enter the NRM. First responders must now use the digital referral system to refer potential victims of modern slavery to the NRM. (Source: Gov.uk)
57. The Humber Modern Slavery Partnership published its first modern slavery strategy covering 2020-2023. (Source: Humberside Police and Crime Commissioner) 

58. This article focusing on Leicester factories, linked to a localised spike in COVID-19 cases, shines a light on exploitation in the fast fashion industry where many migrants are employed. (Source: Royal Society for Arts, Manufactures and Commerce)
59. British Red Cross research on the experiences of people immediately after being removed from exploitation identifies issues such as limited support options, conflicting priorities for survivors, and pressure to make decisions within a short space of time. It found most people removed from exploitation either returned to their previous situation or were arrested by Immigration Enforcement officers, with none agreeing to enter the NRM. Another report found most female trafficking victims are not able to access safe house provision. Asylum accommodation was found to be inappropriate for their needs, and that some women face homelessness. An evaluation of 6 local authority pilots, including Leeds, considers the best way to enable modern slavery survivors move on from NRM support. Recommendations include early engagement with NRM support providers to improve transition, improved housing, and raising awareness of modern slavery within health and addiction services. (Sources: British Red Cross, Hibiscus, Gov.UK)
Cohesion and integration

60. Latest hate crime statistics show 72% of recorded hate crimes in 2019-20 were race related, a rise of 6% on the previous year. The increase is attributed mainly to improvements in police recording and an increased awareness. (Source: Gov.uk) 

61. A plethora of reports discuss the structural or social reasons behind disproportionate impact of Covid-19 on people from minority groups, most recently including various health bodies like the NHS Confederation and Institute of Health Equity.
· The ethnicity sub-group of the Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE) published an evidence summary of impacts of public health communications to minority ethnic groups, stressing the importance of community engagement to help co-design and share tailored key messages, negate stigma and divisive racialised narratives, identify structural barriers, and the building of trust in communities. 

· The Equality and Human Rights Commission highlights a ‘double whammy’ for people from ethnic minorities and disabled people, of being at greater risk of death from the virus but also more likely to experience financial hardship. 

· Baroness Doreen Lawrence discusses structural racism and highlights the difficulties facing those with no recourse to public funds. (Sources: Lawrence Review, the Guardian, inews)
· IPPR recommends an end to NHS charging, and temporary accommodation for those who need to isolate but whose living conditions prevent it, and in this short video and interview dispel the myth that the disparities are due to genetic rather than societal factors. 
62. The Minister for Equalities set out government action to address disparities, including £25 million for a ‘Community Champions’ scheme to improve communication strategies and fund grassroots work in affected communities. An ECHR inquiry into racial inequality in health and social care workplaces will explore how factors including race and immigration status have influenced workers’ experience of the pandemic. (Sources: Gov.UK, Equality and Human Rights Commission)
63. Several items cover public attitudes:

· Migrants have been portrayed in the press as heroes, victims or threats during the pandemic, reinforcing the narrative that some migrants are more deserving than others, according to this analysis. The research found 21% of stories included a migrant voice, up from 12% in 2014. (Source: Migrant Voice)
· A pre-Christmas poll found immigration had its lowest salience since 1999, ranking 12th with only 5% citing it as a top 3 concern. (Source: Ipsos MORI)
· British Future’s overview of public attitudes to the COVID-19 crisis reports on: north-south divisions in the context of local restrictions; the effect of the pandemic on personal relationships; and that although perceptions of solidarity have decreased since May, in September 46% of people agreed we are a society that cares for each other, nearly two times as many as in February. Another item on public attitudes using Ipsos MORI statistics for October 2020 shows concerns around immigration had decreased by 5%, with Brexit remaining the second largest issue for Brits after Covid. Concerns over poverty and inequality have risen the most. Relatedly, recent polls indicate greater hesitancy about receiving the Covid-19 vaccine among people from ethnic minority backgrounds than white respondents. (Source: British Future)
· Research from the Reframing Race programme compares how campaigners and the public think about racism. The public agree that racism matters, that it is learned, and that institutions play an important part in ‘delivering’ racism. Differences in how campaigners and the public view racism could impact on how best to communicate with the public. (Source: Runnymede Trust)
· This City of Sanctuary guide encourages the use of non-dehumanising language relating to migration and asylum. (Source: City of Sanctuary) 
64. Research has concluded that people in terraced streets have been most connected with their neighbours during lockdown, and that more of us know our neighbours now than before lockdown. Meanwhile, the new Local Connections Fund will award £4 million in the form of small grants to walking groups, book groups and other community projects to help reduce loneliness. (Sources: Create Streets, Gov.UK)  

65. Another publication on the outcome of an inquiry into citizenship policy recommends changes such as making citizenship by registration free of charge, which would mainly affect children. It also recommends reviewing the costs, which are prohibitive for many frontline keyworkers, for example. (Source: British Future)
66. More locally, 

· Bradford’s Manningham Housing Association is a recipient of the Faith, Race and Hate Crime Grants scheme for their Building Bridges Bradford project to bring together people from diverse communities. Also in Bradford, Bradford Council features in a government case study, focusing on its mental health response during the pandemic which included looking at improving the mental health of ethnic minority residents (Sources: gov.uk and Business Up North)
· A report on the employment experiences of ethnic minority residents in Barnsley points to a need for more English learning opportunities. (Source: Barnsley CVS)

67. This article explores how Brexit uncertainty has impacted on the lives of three different groups of migrants: entrepreneurs from Poland, Latvia and Lithuania who were living and running businesses in the UK; Somali EU migrants who had resettled in the UK after obtaining refugee status in mainland Europe; and British retirees living in Spain. The study found that despite their different migration journeys and socio-cultural backgrounds, their experiences of and responses to uncertainty were similar. (Source: LSE)
68. The Migration Museum exhibition ‘Departures’ charts 400 years of emigration from Britain. 75 million people across the world self-identify as having British ancestry, a larger number than the population of the UK itself. (Source: The Voice)
International news 

EU

69. According to UNHCR over 620 people drowned in the Mediterranean in 2020. After a spate of shipwrecks in the Mediterranean, Doctors without Borders blamed European policies for the rise in migrant deaths at sea. (Sources: Infomigrants, MSF)
70. In autumn a shift in migratory routes across the Mediterranean was observed; the Morocco to Spain route was being blocked so people were taking more perilous routes via the Canaries or through Algeria. The situation in the Canary Islands escalated in November, with over 700 migrants arriving in one weekend and over 20,000 people in 2020 overall - over ten times the previous year. 225 people were evicted from a temporary dockside refugee camp housing several thousand people, as the government prepared to construct three migrant camps on military bases. Now 7,000 migrants are in hotels with camps yet to be completed, and authorities are struggling to provide for 2,000 unaccompanied children. (Sources: Alarmphone, Euronews, BBC News, Independent, Info Migrants)
71. The whereabouts of some 32,000 migrants whose asylum requests were rejected in Greece are unknown, but they are likely to have moved to other European countries. On Samos another fire left at least 150 people without shelter, this time at the overcrowded Vathy camp. No injuries were reported. (Sources: Ekathimerini, InfoMigrants)
72. The European Commission renewed proceedings against Hungary in relation to EU asylum standards. (Source: Info Migrants)
73. In response to recent Islamist terror attacks, the EU drafted a declaration setting out stricter rules on migrant integration, including an edict on learning the language of the host country and encouraging children to integrate. (Source: the Guardian)
Beyond the EU

74. In terms of the broader, global picture, the International Migration Outlook summarises 2020 migration trends, illustrating the unprecedented consequences of COVID-19 on migration flows e.g. a 72% decline in visas and permits issued in OECD countries in Q2 2020. The impact of COVID-19 on remittances is an estimated 20% drop in 2020 (about £85 billion) as more migrant workers are facing hardship and no longer able to send money home. The UN warns the second wave has increased the risk of exploitation of migrants and that by mid-year the number of people forcibly displaced surpassed 80 million. According to UNHCR, only 15,425 refugees have been resettled globally by the end of September 2020, compared with 55-65,000 a year for the past three years. This is one of the lowest levels in 20 years. (Sources: Deutsche Welle, London Business News, OECD, UNHCR, the Guardian)
75. The UN Secretary General has joined calls for COVID-19 vaccinations to urgently be made available for millions of refugees. The WHO is administering the rollout to poorer nations and aims to have 2 billion people vaccinated in 2021. (Source: the Guardian). 

76. In Africa:

· UNHCR is warning of a refugee emergency if more people are forced to flee Ethiopia as a result of conflict between the government and the semi-autonomous Tigray region, anticipating up to 200,000 refugees will arrive over the next 6 months if the conflict persists. An estimated 2.2 million people have now been displaced since November. The European Commission offered emergency assistance to NGO and UN agencies in Sudan where over 40,000 Ethiopian refugees have arrived. (Sources: Aljazeera, BBC, New Europe, Reuters) 

· Algeria has been conducting raids, arresting and deporting migrants to Niger (asylum seekers and seasonal workers) with increasing brutality. (Source: Alarm Phone Sahara) 
77. In the Middle East:

· The closure of camps in Iraq could make more than 100,000 displaced Iraqis homeless as winter approaches and the threat of COVID-19 intensifies. 

· The UN warns that aid is needed for 3 million refugees in northern Syria. (Sources: BBC, Al Jazeera)

78. In the Americas:

· At least 5 million Venezuelans have left their country since 2015, and recent border closures by Colombia, Ecuador and Peru have forced many Venezuelan migrants to turn to criminal groups to take mountainous routes. (Source: BBC)
· While under US President Trump’s migration policies fewer people are getting permanent visas and refugee admissions at their lowest in 40 years, public support for immigration is at a record high, with over 75% saying it is a good thing for the country. (Source: BBC)

Local stories
79. Community stories about asylum seekers and refugees in Yorkshire and Humber include:

· Asylum seekers accommodated at a hotel in York have been working with Refugee Action York (RAY) to showcase their artistic talents through an online exhibition. (Source: Haxby and Wiggington Methodist Church)
· Ripon City of Sanctuary donated 9 carloads of clothing, toiletries and stationery to the Asylum Seekers Clothing Bank in Wakefield, an Ilkley group donated over 1,000 winter coats for asylum seekers and refugees, and over 50 Christmas hampers were distributed to people in need in Girlington, Bradford, including asylum seekers and refugees thanks to a local not-for-profit organisation. (Sources: @CityofSanctuary Twitter, Ilkley Gazette, Telegraph and Argus)
· A Bradford dentist has been nominated for an award for her work on providing dental services to refugee children and children with disabilities. Happy Teeth Outreach visit schools and refugee services to screen children in a familiar environment (Source: Telegraph & Argus)

This update was prepared in January 2021 by a team at Migration Yorkshire: Pip Tyler, Kate James, Vanja Čelebičić, Ewa Jamroz, Rosie Cooke, Stefan Robert, Vicky Ledwidge, Alex Fox, Laura Maria Ruiz Duarte, Sarah Botterill and Ben Foord.
For further information, contact Pip at pip.tyler@migrationyorkshire.org.uk
For an explanation of terms used in this report, see our ‘Who are migrants?’ document on our website at: www.migrationyorkshire.org.uk/whoaremigrants
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