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UK Migration Statistics and Trends
1. Net migration figures are as follows (for the year ending December 2018, published May 2019):

· 602,000   Immigration (fell 28K from this time last year; fell 25K from last quarter)

· 343,000   Emigration (fell 17K from this time last year; fell 2K from last quarter)

· 258,000   Net migration (fell 7K from this time last year; fell 2K from last quarter)
2. Official commentary from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) describes unchanging levels of net migration, immigration and emigration, but with changes related to reasons for migration:

· net migration has been relatively stable since the end of 2016 

· immigration for work has fallen as fewer EU nationals come to look for work yet visas issued for non-EU skilled work have increased

· immigration for study increased as non-EU university applications reached their highest level ever. (Source: ONS)

UK Immigration Policy:
Asylum Contract - Transition
3. The asylum support contract transition period is now in the final eight weeks before transition, due to start on 1st September 2019.  Tripartite meetings are ongoing between the Home Office, Local Authorities and the asylum contract housing and advice providers (Mears, Migrant Help and the outgoing provider G4S) and Migration Yorkshire will continue to support the LAs through this transition period.
Asylum
4. The Home Office has scrapped 6-month targets for processing straightforward asylum applications to focus on ‘cases with acute vulnerability and those in receipt of the greatest level of support, including unaccompanied asylum-seeking children’ as well as cases that require reconsideration. (Source: the Guardian)
Hostile/Compliant Environment
5. The Home Office is appealing the court decision that the ‘Right to Rent’ scheme is causing racial discrimination. 
6. The Home Office has published guidance about long-term UK residents who are non-EEA nationals and members of the Windrush generation who have the right to reside here but have no documentation, in new guides to right to work checks and right to rent checks for landlords and employers. (Sources: Home Office, the Independent, the Guardian)
7. The Home Secretary’s regular update on Windrush shows at the end of April, 6,470 people had been provided with some form of documentation by the Home Office. The Home Secretary has issued personal apologies to 67 individuals who were detained/deported because they could not prove their residence in the UK, but a year since the Windrush scandal broke, recent stories from some of the Windrush generation suggest little has changed for them. 
EU Nationals and Brexit
8. The UK was granted a further extension of Article 50 to 31st October 2019.
9. Under the EU Settlement scheme there have been 800,000 applications to date including the pilot phases, around 20% of the eligible population. Applications fell from 390,000 in April to 167,000 in May. Poland remains the top nationality of applicants followed by Romania and Italy. The grant rate remains similar with 2/3 receiving settled status, and no refusals yet. (Sources: Home Office, Free Movement)

10. Eight organisations in our region were awarded funding to support vulnerable EU nationals apply to the EUSS in Bradford, Kirklees, Leeds, Rotherham, Sheffield and Wakefield. There’s official guidance for voluntary organisations about providing support to EU nationals applying to the EUSS. The guidance includes how to register with OISC, information about the process and DBS checks, and model documents. (Sources: Home Office, OISC)

Trafficking and Modern Day Slavery 
11. 79 potential victims of trafficking from our region were referred to the National Referral Mechanism in Jan-March 2019: by 8 councils (Bradford, Calderdale, Kirklees, Leeds, North Yorkshire, North Lincolnshire, Rotherham and York) and all four police forces, with no change in top nationalities (Albania, UK and Vietnam) or the main type of exploitation (labour exploitation).
Forced Marriage

12. 2018 statistics about forced marriages show that 10% of (or 103) cases dealt with by the government’s Forced Marriage Unit were from Y&H. (Source: FMU guidance)
Cohesion and Integration

13. Eight councils won funding under the MHCLG’s English Language Coordination Fund, including two here in Yorkshire and Humber - a regional project for Yorkshire & Humber through Migration Yorkshire (online ESOL regional provision resource) and a single point of contact for assessing/referring ESOL learners in Kirklees (Source: MHCLG).

  Unaccompanied asylum seeking children (UASC) 
14. The government will increase funding for unaccompanied children cared for by councils benefiting those with older children (aged 16-17). This is the result of a long awaited review. Councils will now receive the same amount for each child in their care (£114/day) rather than funding being tapered depending on a child’s age or when they arrived here.
15. The ‘Welcoming Young Refugees’ project was launched by Migration Yorkshire on 16th May 2019 in Leeds – Lord Alf Dubs was the key note speaker.  The aim of the project is to recruit more foster carers, improve services for UASC by training frontline workers and foster carers and undertake research to improve the experiences of UASC in the UK.  For more details, or if you are interested in becoming a foster care for UASC, please visit the ‘Welcoming Young Refugees’ webpage: https://www.migrationyorkshire.org.uk/WYR
Resettled Refugees
16. Government announced resettlement plans post 2020. Existing resettlement schemes VPRS, VCRS and the Gateway Protection Programme will be merged and 5,000 refugees will be resettled in the first year. Any community sponsorship will be in addition and there will also be a mechanism to resettle people in emergency situations.  On the back of the announcement, campaigners called for more unaccompanied children to be accepted. (Sources: Home Office, LGA, the Guardian)  

17. The latest national UK refugee resettlement data covers data up to the end of Q1 (end March) 2019.  In the last quarter 1,457 refugees were resettled in the UK. As usual, most people (1,032) came through the Vulnerable Persons Resettlement Scheme (VPRS), but there were also arrivals under the VCRS (152), the Gateway Protection Programme (269), and the Mandate scheme (4).
Asylum numbers in Leeds & Yorkshire
18. The overall number of dispersed asylum seekers (including IA) in Yorkshire & Humber as a whole was 6,200 on 30/04/19, a rise of 451 from the total on 28/02/18.
19. The number of supported asylum seekers in Leeds as at 30/04/19 was 897, up 30 compared to 28/02/18.  This is 26 % below what it would be if dispersal was spread more evenly across the region.
Migration Yorkshire Events & Training
20. Migration Yorkshire offers an annual ‘Introduction to Migration’ training session as part of our services to Local Authority partners each year.  Leeds City Council requested four sessions for 2019-20.  The first session took place on 20th June and feedback was positive. Three more sessions are scheduled between October and December 2019 (9th October, 11th November, 2nd December – advertised to city council staff on their internal ‘PAL’ training platform).
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