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UK Migration Statistics and Trends

1. Latest migration figures for the Year Ending March 2018 are:
· 614,000
Immigration
· 344,000 
Emigration
· 271,000
Net Migration (up 25,000 from the previous year)
2. Reasons for immigration:
Net migration figures have shown similar levels and the same trends for some time, being overall fairly stable, but with a continued decline in EU migration to the UK for work.
UK Immigration Policy
Asylum Contract Post-Compass
3. On 8th January 2019, The Home Office announced the AAST (Asylum Accommodation and Support Transformation) and AIRE (Advice, Issue Reporting and Eligibility) Service Contract Tenders have been awarded, as follows:
AAST

· Clearsprings Ready Homes has been awarded the contracts in the South of England and Wales;

· Mears Group has been awarded the contracts in Northern Ireland, Scotland and the North East, Yorkshire and Humber region;

· Serco has been awarded the contracts in the North West of England, and the Midlands and East of England regions.

AIRE

· A single, nationally operated end-to-end service - the contract has been awarded to Migrant Help.

4. In Yorkshire & Humber, this means Migrant Help will continue to deliver the AIRE advice contract, but G4S will no longer hold the AAST housing contract. Migration Yorkshire will work with local authorities, the Home Office, Mears Group and G4S between now and September 2019, to support the successful transition of contracts between the two providers.  This changeover will affect 5,000 people.
Hostile/Compliant Environment

5. The government has doubled the immigration health charge to £400/year, applicable from 8 January.  This follows the completion of a review of the Charging Regulations that found no significant evidence the policy led to migrants being ‘deterred from treatment or that the changes have had an impact on public health’ [Source: Parliament]. This assessment is being challenged by medical professionals. [Source: The Guardian]
6. A legal challenge to the ‘right to rent’ policy has begun, to stop the scheme being rolled out to Scotland and Wales on the basis it would breach the Equality Duty and increase discrimination against ethnic minorities. [Source: Equality and Human Rights Commission.]  Research has confirmed that landlords are being increasingly selective, with 44% of landlords less likely to rent a property to someone who does not hold a British passport, compared with 42% a year ago. [Source: Residential Landlords Association].
7. Liberty and Southall Black Sisters made the first ‘super-complaint’ against police forces - for sharing immigration data with Immigration Enforcement about victims of crime and witnesses with insecure immigration status. A super-complaint is a complaint issued by a watchdog-like organisation on behalf of consumers, often in relation to goods, services and financial services. [Source: Government]
8. There has been a significant increase in ambulance calls to detention centres despite falling numbers of detainees [Source: The Guardian].  At the same time, the Home Office began releasing data about deaths in immigration detention and came under fire for deleting records of immigration detainees who die in prison. [Source: The Guardian].
EU Nationals and Brexit

9. On 19th December 2018, the Government published the long-awaited White Paper on the future of immigration policy post-Brexit: ‘The UK’s future skills-based immigration system’. The main proposals include: 
· Ending freedom of movement for EU nationals

· Introducing a skills-based immigration system for all migrants

· A temporary short term [12 months] visa scheme. 

Government commitments also include continuing resettlement schemes post-2020, securing a ‘well-funded English language strategy’, improving the quality and accuracy of asylum decision-making, exploring alternatives to detention, and reviewing the right to work for asylum-seekers.
10. The policies in the White Paper are now being put through the legislative process. The accompanying Immigration and Social Security Coordination [EU Withdrawal] Bill was published the next day and will return be debated in the new year [no date is set yet]. 
EU Settlement
11. A series of pilots for the EU Settlement Scheme took place in 2018 – initially for universities and NHS trusts in the North West and then from November 2018 across all Higher Education and health and social care employees, and vulnerable groups – (i.e. those supported by certain community organisations, such as Roma Support Group and looked after children in specified local authorities).

12. The EU Settlement Scheme will be rolled out to the wider public with a further pilot from 21st January 2019, for EU citizens with valid passports and non-EU family members with biometric residence cards.  
13. It has now been confirmed that when the full roll out of the EU Settlement Scheme finally commences at the end of March 2019, citizens of Switzerland and EEA EFTA countries (Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway) living in the UK- who are not part of the EU but do currently benefit from freedom of movement - will also be able to apply for settlement, now governments have reached agreement on citizens’ rights after Brexit. [Source: DExEU]
14. Voluntary sector organisations can bid to the Home Office for funding to support vulnerable EU citizens making EU Settlement applications – the closing date for applications is 1st February 2019.

Trafficking and Modern Day Slavery 
15. There has been a continued increase in referrals to the National Referral Mechanism (NRM) with 1,658 referrals for Q2 2018, up 2%. There is no change in top nationalities (Albania, the UK and Vietnam) and the dominant mode of exploitation for both adults and minors (labour exploitation).
16. 70 referrals were made in this period from our region: by ten local authorities (referrals by Bradford, Calderdale, Doncaster, East Riding of Yorkshire, Kirklees, Leeds, North Yorkshire, North East Lincolnshire, North Lincolnshire and Sheffield) and all four police forces.
Hate Crime
17. According to the most recent figures hate crimes have risen by 17% (comparing 2017/18 with the previous year) to almost 94,100 recorded hate crime offences, although this is thought to be largely due to improvements in police recording rather than a real rise. Over three quarters of the recorded hate crimes related to race hate.

18. West Yorkshire Police was highlighted in a recent inspection report for examples of good practice on hate crime.
 The force was commended for effective work with partner organisations to protect victims from further offences, and involving local communities in scrutinising the police approach to hate crime.

Windrush
19. The Windrush taskforce documented almost 2,400 people by the end of August, and over 2,000 individuals were granted citizenship.
 A small number of cases have been submitted from outside the UK. In a change to the original scheme, those refused status will be given the opportunity to request an internal review of the decision to refuse. Citizens Advice has been contracted to provide bespoke advice to those experiencing immediate financial hardship.

20. The Home Office has announced up to £5,000 emergency support is available for individual members of the Windrush generation in urgent need who can’t wait for the formal compensation scheme, but only in exceptional circumstances. [Source: Home Office]. More details on Windrush can be found on the Migration Yorkshire website.

Unaccompanied asylum seeking children (UASC) 
21. The Council of Europe has launched a Handbook on child-friendly information for children in migration for frontline practitioners. They state:
“Children in migration have the right to be informed about their rights and the procedures affecting them. Such information is crucial to uphold the child’s right to be heard and to participate in procedures affecting them”.
In-region transfers
22. North Lincolnshire is experiencing an unprecedented number of UASC being looked after in the area and is above its 0.07 threshold.  Migration Yorkshire are facilitating transfers to other parts of the region using the in-region transfer process. If any Local Authority has placement capacity, especially for 16 and 17 year old boys, please contact Dinah.Beckett@migrationyorkshire.org.uk.
Dubs cases 

23. All vulnerable unaccompanied migrant children in France, Greece and Italy can now apply to the Dubs scheme, regardless of the date of their arrival to the EU. The government removed the date requirement in order to increase referrals from EU states and meet the pledge to bring 480 children to the UK. [Source: Parliament]

24. Our region has agreed to accept 30 UASC from camps in Europe (Section 67), as Yorkshire and Humber’s commitment to taking our ‘fair-share’ of Dubs cases. There were 19 referrals in 2018; 13 have arrived and six others are in the process of having their transfers arranged. However, there are a number of children still waiting in Europe who have been fully approved for transfer to the UK but do not yet have placement offers, so again, if any Local Authority has capacity, please contact Dinah (see above).
Vulnerable Children’s Resettlement Scheme 
25. A group of UASC have been accepted by the UK as part of the VCRS, following their rescue from Libya by the UNHCR.  A number of local authorities in our region have accepted referrals and six young people have arrived in Yorkshire and Humber, with another seven due to arrive in January 2019. The young people are very vulnerable owing to their experiences, but they arrive with refugee status, so can immediately be supported to adapt to life in the UK. 
National Transfer Scheme 

26. The NTS is on-going but Yorkshire & Humber are currently taking very few NTS referrals, prioritising in-region and international schemes instead.  
Resettled refugees
27. The latest published refugee resettlement data covers up to the end of June 2018. In the last quarter 1,513 refugees were resettled in the UK. Most people (1,111) came through VPRS, but some came via Gateway and some via Mandate. Yorkshire and Humber has now accepted 1,549 (including Bradford) on the VPRS scheme in total.
Asylum numbers in Leeds & Yorkshire

28. The overall number of dispersed asylum seekers (including IA) in Yorkshire & Humber as a whole was 5,720 on 31/10/2018, a rise of 429 from the total of 5,291 on 01/11/2017.
29. The number of supported asylum seekers in Leeds at 31/10/18 was 838, up 29 compared to 809 on 01/11/17. This is 25% below what it would be if dispersal was spread more evenly across the region. 

Migration Yorkshire Training

30. Migration Yorkshire offers an annual ‘Introduction to Migration’ training session as part of our services to Local Authority partners each year.  The session for Leeds for 2018/19 took place on 10th September 2018 and was well received by attendees.
Liz Maddocks/Bill Dennis
January 2019
� Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS) (Jul 2018) Understanding the difference: The initial police response to hate crime.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/publications/understanding-the-difference-the-initial-police-response-to-hate-crime/" �www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/publications/understanding-the-difference-the-initial-police-response-to-hate-crime/� See p.67 on the Safer Leeds Partnership and p.89 on district scrutiny panels.


� ‘Update on the work of the Home Office in relation to Windrush: 21 September 2018’, Update to HASC on Windrush: September 2018 � HYPERLINK "http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/update-to-hasc-on-windrush-september-2018" �www.gov.uk/government/publications/update-to-hasc-on-windrush-september-2018�






