Refugees and Asylum Seekers (RAS) Mental Health 

Multiagency Network Meeting
Thursday 21st June 9.30 -11.30am

Touchstone Support Centre
Present: 
· Robin Ellis (NE Community Mental Health Team)

· Ann Burghgraef (Solace)
· Nick Lalvani (Touchstone Migrant Access Project Plus) 
· Aman Keflay (York Street Health Practice)

Apologies: 
· Kathryn Ashworth (Solace)
· Richard Winspear (Leeds and York Partnership Foundation Trust)
· Carol Gatewood (Dial House)

· Sanjeev Dayal (PAFRAS)

· Gill Newman (Freedom From Torture)

· Ruqayyah Ghani IAPT
	1. Welcome and apologies

Nick welcomed everybody to the meeting and introduced the agenda.
Apologies were noted as above.


	2. Minutes of the previous meeting

· An amendment to the previous minutes was requested by Ruqayyah and shared with the group. Ruqayyah Ghani, Touchstone IAPT



	3. Service Updates & Information Sharing
3.1 Ann Burghgraef (Solace)
Solace has received a 3 year funding deal from the NHS – congratulations to the team there. They are embarking on developing extra service provisions for children with trauma issues – this is being developed with the Refugee Council and local schools across Leeds and Harrogate. They are now providing their psychological support services in Leeds,Wakefield, Bradford, Kirklees, Halifax and now Huddersfield.

Ann Explained the different funding stream for Syrian and other refugees leading to the Syrian cohort having shorter waiting times but both streams are accepting referrals currently.
3.2  Robin Ellis (NE Community Mental Health Team)

CMHT is being restructured – it’s early in the process so detail is limited at this stage but it looks like the day service will move to be more home-based, less intensive care unit support. Bringing the ISC team and crisis team together into smaller more integrated teams. There may be an opportunity for third sector partners to become more embedded within teams. There will be a consideration of building smaller teams across Leeds. Discussion ongoing whether to embed Crisis Teams with CMHT. Plan to reduce day hospital provision for adults and move to home-based treatment. May be greater separation in CMHT with age categories. Also moving towards one consultant staying with a patient through different phases of illness so if severe acute episode they won’t be passed to a different consultant. 
Action: Robin will update on September whether there is a finalised plan for CHMT structure
3.3 Nick Lalvani (Touchstone)
Nick has updated the group on the Migrant Access Projects development with a particular focus on the new Buddy scheme which is now open for referrals. He has agreed to share the referral form and given a description of the ways in which buddies can support refugees/asylum seekers and migrants (see attached referral form). Nick has also shared the new community groups (drop-ins) in Holbeck, Armley with the hope of adding another one to New Wortley and possibly Hyde Park (see attachments 2 and 3).

Nick has also agreed to share details of new social activities / therapeutic arts projects that are about to start in Leeds for refugees / asylum seekers.

Nick mentions that at the last Inner Core South Council Meeting concern was expressed that the police and domestic violence unit have shared that 14 deaths of women in the last year across leads have been connected to domestic violence issues. There is appeal from the domestic violence team to share the Freephone number and make it widely available https://www.leeds.gov.uk/domesticviolence for further info and the number is 0113 246 0401. 

· 3.4 Aman Keflay (York Street Health Practice)

Aman has raised concerns about the police and how they respond to violence  which has a possible racial motivation. The group discuss the possibility of inviting someone from the local police who has a role in hate crime. The West Yorkshire strategy on hate crime can be found here https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/advice/abuse-anti-social-behaviour/hate-crime/hate-crime-hate-incidents  but it may be interesting to invite a practicing office to discuss what policing this issue means for Leeds ton a day-to-day basis – any thought welcome.


	4  Future meeting venues, responsibilities and roles
Touchstone have been chairing the meeting, providing admin support and a venue, but are looking for members to share this responsibility going forward, due to changes within the contacts and staffing at the organisation
Action:

The next meeting will involve a visit from Herbet Dirahu of NE Refugee Forum who are keen to see how the network works and maybe visit partners. We have agreed to have the next meeting at Touchstone Support Centre but Ann has said that can book a room a Oak House if we wish a change of venue in the future.

	5 Any other business

· Consider invitation to police to discuss hate crime / racially-motivated crime.
· Consider future invites to include Palm Grove Society / Ashiana / Connecting Opportunities 

· 

	6 Next meeting:

•
Monday 17 September 1-3pm
Venue – Touchstone Support Centre
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