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National Migration Statistics & Trends 

1. Latest migration figures include:
· Net migration for Year Ending December 2016 was 248 000 (down 84,000 from the Year Ending September 2015 - and down 25,000 from the previous quarter)

· The decrease in net migration was due to both a decrease in immigration (down 43,000) and an increase in emigration (up 40,000).

· This is the lowest net migration estimate in nearly three years (since Year Ending Mar 2014) and much of this change is due to a significant drop in net migration of EU citizens and EU8 nationals in particular (those countries that joined the EU in 2004).  Immigration from EU2 countries (Bulgaria and Romania) dropped slightly, but continues to be higher than immigration of EU8 citizens.
2. Reasons for immigration
· Work remains the most common reason for immigration (47%), despite falling a little during 2016.
· Study is still the second most common reason for immigration (23%), but there has been a significant decrease of 32,000 from 2015.

· Joining family is still the third most common reason for immigration (14%).

· Other reasons include asylum, refugee resettlement, volunteering or medical treatment, combined into one category and accounting for 10% (59,000 individuals).
Refugee & Asylum Situation in Europe

3. Asylum applications in the EU almost halved between March 2016 and March 2017.  There were 164,500 new asylum applications in the first quarter of 2017 (-47% compared to the previous year and -21% compared to the previous quarter).

4. Germany remains the top destination receiving 30% of all EU asylum applications this quarter (49,000), followed by Italy, France, Greece and the UK.  The UK had 5% of applications (8,400), with the UK falling to 15th position in terms of asylum applicants relative to the local population (129 per million residents, compared to EU average of 322).
5. An average of 52 people per day are arriving in Europe using the sea routes to Greece (other sea routes are also being used).  This is lower than the same time last year and substantially lower than the peak of over 10,000 in October 2015.  The EU launched a multilingual website in May: ‘InfoMigrants.net’ – aimed at warning prospective migrants of the dangers of migration.  

National Immigration Policy 

6. Immigration Act 2016

· The reduced majority of the government means the migration policies it will pursue are less certain than previously.  For example, the revoking of Section 4 under the Immigration Act continues to be delayed and it is now extremely unlikely this provision will come into force in the near future.
· Following its research findings of discrimination under the implementation of the ‘Right to Rent’ scheme in England (the requirement for landlords to check the immigration status of new tenants), the Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants is expected to launch a legal challenge against the expansion of the scheme to the devolved nations, on the grounds that it causes discrimination.
7. APPG on Refugees

· The cross-party All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Refugees published its report from the enquiry into the integration experiences of new refugees in the UK. It found – and criticised – the development of a ‘two-tier system’ for refugees, between those granted status at the end of the asylum route and those coming through a resettlement programme.  
· The APPG recommended closing the gap between refugee experiences in the UK, for example by reintroducing a national refugee integration strategy and service (similar to the former RIES project), appointing a Minister for Refugees, extending the ‘move on’ period from asylum support from 28 to 50 days and investing in ESOL provision linked to employability support.

8. Asylum
· The Court of Appeal has found that the Home Office has been using outdated country guidance on Albania since 2011, potentially affecting those who made asylum claims on the grounds of sexuality, trafficking or domestic violence and who may now be able to lodge fresh claims.  The Home Office has since reissued its guidance on gender and sexuality in Albania.
· All new asylum applicants will be issued with an upgraded ARC card from June 2017, with additional security features.  For those with an existing ARC card, these will continue to be valid until 2019.
9. EU Nationals

· The Government has confirmed EU citizens who have been living continuously in the UK for over 5 years will be able to apply for ‘settled status’ under UK Immigration law.  At the point the UK exits the EU, EU nationals and their families will be given a ‘grace period’ of up to 2 years during which their rights in the UK will continue, to give them sufficient time to regularise their immigration status.

· The Home Office website recommends that EU nationals do not need to do anything now, but will be required to apply for settled status when the new online application system is ready in 2018.
· Relatedly, a significant increase in Hate Crime and Hate Incidents in schools (including verbal abuse of non-UK born staff in schools) has been attributed to the political events of the EU referendum and the US presidential election ‘normalising’ hate speech towards minority groups and migrants (Times Education Supplement, 15th April 2017). National Home Office Hate Crime Statistics for 2016-17 should be available by the autumn.

10. Unaccompanied Children/UASC

· The National Transfer Scheme - Yorkshire & Humber are receiving on average two referrals per week.  Local authorities have faced some difficulties in finding placements for young people aged 15 and under, but can usually place 16 and 17 year olds.  From January 1st to June 30th 2017, 29 young people arrived in Y&H under the National Transfer Scheme.
· Dubs – In April 2017, the Immigration Minister confirmed the revised total number of UASC to be brought to the UK under the Dubs scheme would be 480 (rather than 350), after the Home Office ‘recently discovered’ a pledge by a Regional Strategic Partnership on behalf of LAs in one UK region to take 130 children.  A legal challenge on the closing of the Dubs scheme was launched by ‘Help Refugees’, on World Refugee Day and is now ongoing.  To date, 37 young people have come to Yorkshire & Humber under the Dubs Scheme. We are awaiting information about future transfers.
· Dublin III – Following the high number of cases in autumn 2016 the Home Office are now operating a more thorough process to allow safe family reunification for unaccompanied minors currently residing in other EU countries.
· UASC funding review – the Home Office is undertaking a review of UASC funding provided to LAs, as many LAs believe the funding falls far short of the actual costs. Any comments or information to contribute to the review should be sent to dinah.beckett@migrationyorkshire.org.uk
11. Syrian Resettlement Programme & Vulnerable Children’s Resettlement Scheme
· By July 2017, as part of the government’s pledge to resettled 20,000 Syrians, 1,117 Syrians had been resettled in the Yorkshire and Humber region -183 under the previous Syrian programme and 934 under the expanded Syrian Resettlement Programme.
· 10 Local Authorities in Yorkshire & Humber also agreed to resettle around 185 individuals (children and their families) under the government’s Vulnerable Children’s Resettlement Scheme (3000 individuals from the Middle East & North Africa region). By July 2017, 59 individuals had been resettled to Y&H under VCRS.
· Migration Yorkshire is currently finalising a national guide for years 2-5 of the resettlement programme for the LGA, as a follow-up to the resettlement guide produced by Migration Yorkshire for year one.
· On 3rd July 2017, the Home Secretary announced broadening the Syrian Resettlement Programme to include other nationalities, within the 20,000 target, acknowledging other nationalities have also fled the conflict in Syria.

12. Controlling Migration Fund

· Bids to the £140m Government fund to help mitigate the impacts of immigration on local communities have now been approved for Barnsley, Bradford, Calderdale Leeds and Rotherham in the Yorkshire & Humber region, with a number of other bids currently under consideration.  CMF funding will cover a broad range of activities including building community cohesion, tackling rogue landlords and additional ESOL provision.
· A number of local authorities also applied for CMF funding to support work with UASC, which is being considered separately by DCLG.  The process was put on hold during the election period, but decisions are now expected during the summer period for these outstanding applications.
13. G4S Body Cameras

· G4S held a meeting in London on 27th July, regarding the introduction of Body-Worn Cameras over the past year. We were disappointed G4S decided not to share the full Privacy Impact Assessment and Operational Policy documents.  However, elements of both documents were shared at the meeting, which Migration Yorkshire attended on behalf of the region.  We will cascade this information, including a FAQ document, a new letter to service users and advice on how service users can request to see footage. 
14. Asylum Numbers in Leeds & Yorkshire

· The overall number of dispersed asylum seekers in the Yorkshire & Humber region as a whole was 5,288 on 01/08/2017. This compares to 5,082 on 02/08/2016 – an increase of 206, or of just over 4%. 

· The number of supported asylum seekers in Leeds was 800 on 01/08/2017. This compares to 734 on 02/08/2016 – an increase of 66 or about 9.00%. Numbers have therefore risen a little more rapidly in Leeds than in most other cities in the region but are still 27% below what they would be if dispersal was spread evenly across the region. Numbers of asylum seekers coming to the UK overall will probably increase later this year so numbers both regionally and in Leeds are likely to increase as G4S should be concentrating their procurement in cities like Leeds. 
15. Connecting Opportunities
Migration Yorkshire has been advised that the application to the European Structural & Investment Fund (ESIF) has been successful.  The ‘Connecting Opportunities’ project aims to target ‘vulnerable new migrants’ (including Roma, refugees and survivors of trafficking) to improve confidence and skills towards employability.  Partners include a range of organisations such as Solace, The Children’s Society, Touchstone, Kirklees Womencentre and LASSN. The Project formally started in July 2017 and will run for two years. A short introductory leaflet has been produced, is attached for information and a more comprehensive briefing will be given at the meeting.
16. Local Migration profile Summary

· Every 6 months Migration Yorkshire produce an up to date ‘Local Migration profile’ (LMP) for every town in the region. The most recent (June 2017) update has just been completed and a copy of the LMP Summary for Leeds is attached to this report. The profile shows that the top country of origin of new arrivals in Leeds registering for NI numbers is still Romania with Poland still in second place.
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